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I need You to show me the way! 


ST. LOUIS 


Be with me, Lord Jesus 


V 


I need You! 


In a world of trouble, I need someone to take ‘oid of me, 
to lift me, and to give me strength. : 
; Be with me, Lord Jesus! 
I need Your peace! 


When I go my own way and look for that which pleases 
me, I cannot find peace. I cannot find it when I go the way 
of the world. An earthly peace does not satisfy. 


Lord Jesus, You went the way of sacrifice. Take away my 
self-seeking ways. By Your blood make me spotless, and make 
me feel sure that nothing stands: between You and me. Let me 
see Your face — kind to me today and tomorrow. 


Give me Your peace! 


The future is dark, and by myself I do not know where 
I am going. But Your truth is the light of heaven in my life. 
It shows the way. When it shines, I know where I am going 
and what I will do. 
Show me the way! 
I need Your purpose! 


This little life of eating and drinking, from one day to the 
next, is not enough. I need a purpose that is born in the heart 
of my Lord, grounded in His love, and reaching with open hands 


Into this needy world. May the joy of Your salvation melt away 


the ties that hold me back. And may Your own zeal possess 
me so that I will live for You and bring the milk and honey 


of Your love to every hungry soul. : 
Give me Your Bclaget 


I need eyes to see! 
So I may see people as ; You see then mo bev idered and 


suffering and desperate. This world has traveled far from its 
Maker. Where You planted a garden there is now a wilderness. 
Where You had sowed good seed the enemy has sown greed 
and hate. Seeing this, I must — I must — help with all that 
I have. 

Give: me Se to see! 
I need Your love! 


Even if I saw ‘everything, what good could come of it if 


my eyes were cold and stared unmoved at sin and pain. But 
Your crucified love makes me new, a tree by the side of the 


road, fragrant and nourishing, | helping all I can reach. 


Put Your flame into my heart, a consuming love. that a 
can reach out to a thief and give him Farag . 


w. ee - 


Blessed Assurance 


Throughout the watches of the midnigh 
hour, 
In every trial and adversity, 
In all the dangers lurking on life’s pa 
Thou, precious Savior, ever art wi 
me. 


Friends oe forsake me, loved ones pa 
ANE ‘ 
Hopes, “Tike fair bubbles, burst ani 
disappear, i 
Plans end in failures, efforts be in vai 
Yet Jesus’ promise daily grows mo 
clear. 


ee it gleams as darker grows life’ 
SKY, 
Tinting each passing cloud with ri 
of gold: 
“Lo, Iam with you alway ... to the end! 
Fear cannot touch me while this wor 

I hold. 


Into my heart I seal this precious truth) 

Light for my darkness, courage fo 
my soul; 

Even though lonely I am not forlorn, 

Trusting His guidance I shall reac 

my goal. 


Lakewood, Ohio Ipa M. E. Campen 
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By ADOLPH HAENTZSCHEL 


Professor ofsPhilosophy, Valparaiso University 


well-disciplined Christian does 

not pass on thoughtlessly from 

day to day and from year to 
year. Instead he often takes stock of 
himself and his life. Then he honestly 
weighs his past in the balance of 
God’s Word to see where he has fallen 
short, and he tries with God’s help to 
do better. The change of the years in- 
vites us particularly to do some seri- 
ous thinking. We can hardly help at 
this point to be reminded of the flight 
of time and all that it means to us. 
Should we not examine ourselves in 
the light of that reminder? 


Looking Back 


Another year has now gone by, 
with its joys and sorrows, its suc- 
cesses and disappointments. Let us 
try to see ourselves as we have been 
during the past twelvemonth. And 
let us do it as between ourselves and 
God and accordingly lay aside all pre- 
tense. Our record stands there to be 
read. It has, indeed, been written: _ 


The moving finger writes; 
and, having writ, 

Moves on; nor all thy piety 
nor wit 

_ Shall lure it back to cancel 

& half a line, 

: Nor all thy tears wash out 
a word of it. 


Rigs 501 9.56 
ie 


But we Christians know better 
than that. We know that where we 
have come short in the past, perhaps 
even sinned grievously, the sad record 
can be wiped out. If we humble our- 
selves before God in sincere repent- 
ance, with our confidence fixed on 
Jesus, He will make our faults as 
though they had never been. They 
will no more be remembered by Him. 
We, however, should learn from our 
past failings where our weak points 
are and bear them in mind and 
earnestly be on our guard against 
them. 


Looking Ahead 


Let us likewise be sure to re- 
member and keep alive in memory 
the goodness of God, the many bless- 
ings we have had from Him. Let us 
be truly thankful for them. They also 
serve as our guarantee for the days to 
come. 

Looking to God we cheerfully face 
the future, which lies before us un- 
explored and unknown. And yet not 
entirely unknown. In the darkness 
that veils it to our eyes we see not 
only a star of hope and promise, but 
there shines through that darkness 
the radiant sun of the love of God, 
our Savior, for us: a light as radiant 
as earthbound eyes can bear it, and in 
reality more radiant still. We know 
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that, as we go on our way, God will 
enfold us in His everlasting arms. 
Giving ourselves up to His guidance 
and resting our souls in Him, we are 
serene and unafraid. There are ful- 
filled in us the words of the Prophet 
Isaiah: “Thou wilt keep him in per- 
fect peace whose mind is stayed on 
Thee, because he trusteth in Thee” 
(Is. 26:3). 


God Knows Best 


Perhaps some of us are by nature 
worry-warts. We may tend to borrow 
trouble. But have not our worries 
often turned out to be ridiculous? 
Have they ever done us any good? 
Let us be sure to turn a new leaf in 
this respect, if we are worriers, and 
leave all to God. That does not say, 
indeed, that everything will turn out 
to our liking. Things may not run too 
smoothly for us. There may even be 
experiences that seem too hard to 
bear. But God knows best. When He 
calls on us to endure hardness as good 
soldiers of Jesus Christ, He knows 
what He is doing. We need it. Too 
easy a life is liable to make us careless 
of our highest good. Sorrow and 
trouble are often necessary to draw 
us closer to God. He can judge best 
what we require. 


Work to Do 


As long as we are left on earth, 
there is work for us to do. That is 
true even if we should be helpless, 
chronic invalids. Perhaps, in that 
case, we are to set an example of 
patience and cheerfulness to others. 
But whatever the task may be that 
God allots us, let us go at it with all 
our might, drawing on Him for 
strength. Let us never forget that we 
are His, that our life is His, that our 
best efforts should be devoted to His 
service. 

We may not be able to do things 
that catch the eye and attention of 
men, nor is that important. What 
counts is that we do well whatever 
God assigns to us. Thereby any task, 
however humble, becomes noble and 
glorious. A mother, for instance, 
whose days are filled with household 
chores in faithful care for her family, 
is greater in the eyes of God and of 
people of good sense than many a 
man whose name appears on the front 
pages of the newspapers. 


Forward with God 


Doing the work which God has 
given us to do while it is day, we con- 
fidently and cheerfully enter upon the 
new year lying before us, leaving all 
the rest in His loving hands and 
knowing that He will safely guide us, 
who are His children through faith in 
Jesus — will guide us through life 
with His good counsel and afterward 
receive us to glory. 


By ARTHUR F, KATT 


Member of Advisory Committee on English Bible Versions (Board for Parish Education) 
Pastor, St. Peter's Church, Shaker Heights, Ohio 


‘A series of articles written at the request and published with the subsequent approval 
of the Advisory Committee on English Bible Versions 


TV. Modern Bible Translations 


Greater Accuracy 


urs may be called a blessed age 

of Bible translations. Never be- 

fore perhaps has the Word of 
God been translated so often and so 
well. In America, in England, in Ger- 
many, in France, in many other coun- 
tries, by Roman Catholics as well as 
by Protestants, the work of Bible 
translation goes on, obviously in re- 
sponse to a definitely felt need. The 
principal advantage of all modern 
translations over earlier translations 
of the sixteenth and seventeenth cen- 
turies is that present-day New Testa- 
ments are based on much older and 
_better Greek texts, and that also the 
Old Testament originals used today 
are an improvement over those used 
three hundred years ago. This fact 
makes for greater accuracy in modern 
translations. The Revised Standard 
Version’s New Testament, for exam- 
ple, is a translation of the type of 
Greek text presented by Nestle in the 
edition of the Greek New Testament 
text used in our synodical colleges and 
seminaries. This text differs from the 
Textus Receptus, the Greek New 
Testament used by Luther and the 
King James translators, in no fewer 
than 6,000 places. Most of these dif- 
ferences are relatively unimportant, 
dealing with matters such as spelling, 
word order, the addition or omission 
of words which do not alter the 
meaning, while others are of greater 
importance. However, they do not 
affect Biblical doctrines clearly taught 
in other Scripture passages. 


Better Understanding of 
Hebrew and Greek 


Hand in hand with Biblical ar- 
chaeological search and research dur- 
ing the last one hundred years or 
more, which have brought to light 
at least 200 older New Testament 
manuscripts than were known before, 
there has been going on a much more 
intensive study of the original lan- 
guage themselves. The discoveries of 
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the past three centuries have enriched 
and extended knowledge of Biblical 
Greek and Hebrew. 


Ancient Papyri Finds 


In northern Africa in the last 60 
years there have been unearthed 
literally tons of ancient Greek papyri 
manuscripts dating back to the ear- 
liest centuries of the Christian era. 
They include writings of all kinds, 
Biblical, classical, but above all com- 
mon everyday writings, such as news 
bulletins, bills of sale, contracts, pri- 
vate letters, official reports, business 
transactions, and memoranda. It is as 
though the filing cabinets of ancient 
merchants had been opened. These 
discoveries have thrown much light 
on the kind of Greek (it was the 
world language) which was spoken 
in everyday life by men and women 
on the streets, in the markets, in the 
homes, in social and business inter- 
course. 


New Testament Greek — Common 
Everyday Greek 


Dr. Adolf Deissmann’s studies and 
publications, beginning in 1895, were 
particularly revealing. It was found 
that this common everyday Greek 
was not the same as the so-called 
classical Greek of the great poets and 
prose writers, but that it was closely 
related to the Greek used by the 
Apostles and Evangelists in the New 
Testament. That there was a pro- 
nounced difference between classical 
Greek and New Testament Greek had 
long been noted, and special diction- 
aries and grammars for each had been 
compiled. The New Testament con- 
tains 500 words not found in classical 
Greek, says Halley in his Bible Hand- 
book. It had long been thought that 
New Testament Greek was a special 
kind of Greek, especially suited to 
the high and lofty thoughts expressed 
by the holy writers, which lifted 
Biblical Greek above everyday or 
even classical Greek. But now it was 
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THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


found that the New Testament was 
written in the everyday Greek spoken 
by the common man. This fact is most 
significant also as a guide for Bible 
translation. 


Up-to-date Language 


God’s Word is intended to be read 
and understood by the average man. 
It is not written in high-flown lan- 
guage for priests and prelates. There- 
fore God cast His Word in a kind of 
Hebrew and Greek that could be 
easily understood. 

Luther was therefore true to the 
intention of the Bible itself when he 
translated the Scriptures into a Ger- 
man spoken and understood by the 
common man, by the children in the 
street, by the housewives over the 
back fence, by the laborers at work. 

Likewise the King James transla- 
tors, though their language today may 
seem to us peculiarly religious in 
tone, used words and phrases and 
constructions commonly used and un- 
derstood in their day. During the 
past three to four hundred years (and 
the King James Version appeared 345 
years ago) the English vocabulary has 
changed considerably. The most sub- 
tly deceiving changes have occurred 
in words still used today but in a 
slightly, sometimes even decidedly, 
different sense. A recent book lists 
857 terms found in the King James 
Bible which have changed in mean- 
ing and are therefore inaccurate and 
misleading today, while an earlier 
publication lists as many as 2,316 
such terms. Thus in the 17th century 
“allege” meant “prove,” “allow” meant 


(Continued on page 10) 
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(Cure of salvation?” This question 
may trouble a Christian. He 
may wonder whether he is in 

that blessed condition called “the 
state of grace,” or if he at the time 
believes that he is, whether he will 
remain in it. The Christian may ask: 
“How can I be certain that I am in 
the state of grace?” Again, he may 
have been told that a person once in 
grace is always in grace and wonder 
if that is really true. A Christian can 
take comfort from the fact that an 
unbeliever will not be troubled by 
such questions. 


What is the state of grace? 


Every son of Adam is either in 
the state of grace or in the state of 
wrath. There.is no between, no neu- 
tral ground. As children of Adam all 
men are by nature children of divine 
wrath (Eph. 2:3). But though all 
were by nature dead in trespasses 
and sins, God so loved them, so loved 
the world, that He gave His only Son 


to save them. Jesus calls all the chil- 


dren of Adam, as well as their first 
parents, the world. By His holy life 
and Passion the Son of God redeemed 
the world, so that whosoever believes 
in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. As in Adam all men 
sinned, so in Jesus Christ all have 
been redeemed and declared right- 
eous, for God raised up Jesus, our 
Lord, from the dead. He was de- 
livered for our offenses and was 
raised again for our justification. The 
state of grace is that condition in 
which the penitent sinner believes 
that fact. Believing that, he has for- 
giveness of sin, life, and salvation. 


Why is it called the state of grace? 


Grace in this sense is the un- 
merited favor of God. The fact that 
God gave His Son to redeem the 
world was completely unmerited on 


the part of man. The sinner is jus- 


tified freely by God’s grace through 


_ the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 
However, 
entirely an act of God’s grace, so is 
his conversion from unbelief to faith. 
_ The Christian, living by the faith in 
the Son of God, who loved him and 


as man’s redemption is 


gave Himself for him, lives in a state 
hich he owes wholly to the grace 
God. Paul says to all who by 
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By LEWIS W. SPITZ 


Professor of Systematic Theology, 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 


nature were dead in trespasses Sf 


faith; and that not of yourselves; it 
is the gift of God.” The Christian’s 
perseverance in that state is likewise 
due to God’s grace, for he is kept 
by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation. 


Are you in the state of grace? 


The answer to the question: “Am 
I in the state of grace?” should now 
be quite simple. If you believe in 
Jesus Christ as your Savior, you are. 
The word “Savior” implies that you 
are in need of salvation; you realize 
that you are a sinner. The word 
“believe” implies that you trust en- 
tirely in Jesus as your Helper from 
sin and its consequences; you know 
that you cannot help yourself. Noth- 
ing in your hand you bring; simply 
to His cross you cling. You do not 
come to the temple in the spirit of 
the Pharisee, thanking God that you 
are not like other sinful men, but 
in that of the Publican, smiting your 
breast and pleading: “God be merci- 
ful to me, a sinner!” Your prayer 
to the Savior pleads for the double 
cure of the precious blood of Christ — 
the cure from sin’s guilt and power. 
If you, dear Christian, are concerned 
about sin’s guilt and power and cast 
yourself upon the mercy of Christ, 
you are in the state of grace, no 
matter how much Satan may try to 
convince you of the contrary. 


The state of grace is precious 


In this state the believer has peace 
with God; has a good conscience to 
serve the living God; is assured that 
God will never leave him nor forsake 
him; is delivered from all his fears; 
rejoices in hope of the glory of God, 
even in tribulations; triumphs in 
death; is a child of God and an heir 
of heaven, for “ye are all the children 
of God by faith in Christ Jesus.” What 
more could you desire? 


Can one fall from grace? 


Alas! that is possible. We con- 
tinue in the state of grace as long, 
and only as long, as we are children 
of God by faith in Christ Jesus. When 
faith is lost, all is lost. Therefore 
Scripture warns the believer against 
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sins: “By grace are ye saved through “ 


jeopardizing his 
himself to temptation. 
His disciples to pray: “Lede 

into temptation, but deliver us “from 
evil.” There are many kinds of temp- 
tations, riches among them. Paul 
says: “They that will be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare and into many 
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown 
men in destruction and perdition. For 
the love of money is the root of all 
evil.” Therefore Paul warns Tim- 
othy: “But thou, O man of God, flee 
these things; and follow after right- 
eousness, godliness, faith, love, pa- 
tience, meekness.” Judas loved money 
and betrayed his Master. Demas 
loved the world and lost heaven. Paul 
brought his body into subjection, lest 
when he had preached to others, he 
himself should be a castaway. 


What to do about it 


If one can fall from grace, what 
are you to do about it? That ques- 
tion has already been answered in 
part: Avoid sin! But there is a posi- 
tive side to this. The Holy Spirit 
brings men to faith through the means 
of grace, the Gospel and the Sacra- 
ments. Baptism is the washing of | 
regeneration. The Gospel, the good 
news of the grace of God in Christ 
Jesus, is the power of God unto salva- 
tion. In Holy Communion the com- 
municant receives the Savior’s body 
and blood, given and shed for him 
for the remission of sin. The Chris- 
tian will use these means for the 
strengthening of his faith. As long 
as the sheep hear the voice of the 
Good Shepherd and follow Him, they 
are safe. No man is able to pluck 
them out of the Father’s hand. Temp- 
tations will come to test and to 
strengthen the believer’s faith, “but 
God is faithful, who will not suffer 
you to be tempted above that ye are 
able: but will with the temptation 
also make a way to escape, that ye 
may be able to bear it.” Relying 
firmly on God’s grace, dear Christian, 
you need have no fear. You can be 
sure of your salvation. 


YOUR SYNOD 


: | THE PRESIDENT 


The year was 1925. The offering 
had been taken at the children’s 
Christmas Eve service. On the plate 
was an ordinary envelope containing 
a one-hundred-dollar bill designated 
“A Birthday Gift to the Christ Child.” 
But the envelope also contained an 
anonymous letter addressed “Dear 
Pastor,” asking me some time to preach 
a sermon on the topic: “Wherein Were 
the Wise Men Wise?” The anonymous 
writer — and to this day I do not know 
who he was — certainly supplied a 
wonderful topic for our Epiphany serv- 
ices. The sermon was delivered. I have 
no way of knowing whether the anony- 
mous writer heard it. Both the incident 
and the sermon topic were well publi- 
cized, and many heard it. Undoubtedly 
thus both the gift and the request of the 
writer proved to be a blessing to many. 


Who Were the Wise Men? 


There has been much speculation 
about the Wise Men, who they were, 
how many there were, and from what 
country they came. Scripture offers no 
information on these matters. It simply 
states: “Behold, there came Wise Men 
from the East to Jerusalem.” 

These were wise men, magi, learned 
men, great scholars. Kings surrounded 
themselves with that type of men. 
Daniel 2:48 reads: “Then the king 
made Daniel a great man and gave him 
many great gifts and made him ruler 
over the whole province of Babylon and 
chief of the governors over all the wise 
men of Babylon.” Some have held that 
many of these men were astronomers. 
Luther held: “The Magi were nothing 
else than what the philosophers were in 
Greece, and the priests in Egypt, and 
such men as are with us, the learned 
men of the universities.” 

These Magi said: “We have seen 
His star in the East.” This was not an 
ordinary star, not just a conjunction of 
planets, as some have sought to explain 
it, but His star, a very special star. The 
Wise Men associated the appearance of 
His star with the birth of Christ. Why? 
We can merely surmise. The prophecy 
of the coming of ‘a Star out of Jacob 
and a Scepter out of Israel” (Num. 
24:17) was known to the Children of 
Israel. During their Babylonian Cap- 
tivity the faithful, among them Daniel, 
professed their faith in the prophecy 
concerning the coming “Star out of 
Jacob,” the Son of David. 

The Magi were at Jerusalem when 
they asked: “Where is He that is born 
King of the Jews?” Why did they go 
there? Why not to Bethlehem? Some 
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claim that the star led them along the 
way from the East. They did not say 
this. They merely stated that they had 
“seen His star in the East.” Evidently 
they reasoned that the “newborn King” 
must be born in the royal city. 
Imagine how the Magi must have 
felt when no one at Herod’s palace 
knew anything about Christ’s birth. But 
their inquiry caused Herod to call the 
wise men among the Jews, the priests 
and scribes of the people, together. 
These men knew the prophecy of 
Micah, which clearly foretold Bethle- 
hem as the birthplace (Micah 5:2) and 
hence could:answer: “In Bethlehem of 
Judea.” Thus God furnished the 
answer from His holy Word. Now the 
Magi had positive information. Later 
developments clearly show that the 
Wise Men were wise in following the 
Word of God. Also you and I never 
make a mistake when we follow the 
definite statements of God’s Word. 


On the Way to Bethlehem 


No one offered to accompany the 
Wise Men those six miles to Bethlehem. 
Though this indifference must have 
seemed strange indeed, they departed. 
Along the way God granted them 
wonderful encouragement. We read: 
“And, lo, the star which they saw in 
the East went before them till it came 
and stood over where the young Child 
was.” This time the extraordinary star 
guided them to the exact place. It was 
no longer the cattle cave or manger, 
but “the house” (Matthew 2:11). This 
must have been weeks or months after 
Christmas night. 

The Wise Men were wise in seeking 
Christ. Their long journey was not in 
vain. We are told: “They saw the young 
Child.” Their hearts must have leaped 
for joy! Their fondest hopes were now 
realized. Before their very eyes lay the 
“newborn King of the Jews,” the great 
God-Man, the Redeemer of mankind, 
their own precious Savior. All this was 
so unquestionably real that they “fell 
down and worshiped Him.” 

Like the Magi you and I will ever be 
truly wise in seeking Christ. Never, no 
never, shall we seek Him in vain. God’s 
holy Word will guide us unmistakably 
to Jesus, our Savior. 


Presenting Their Gifts 


Of the Wise Men we read: “And 
when they had opened their treasures, 
they presented unto Him gifts: gold and 
frankincense and myrrh.” They did 
not come with empty hands, but 
brought rich gifts. In this, too, they 
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were wise. They rendered service to 
Christ. They were permitted to be God’s 
instruments in providing for the tem- 
poral needs of Christ at a time when the 
holy family faced the flight into Egypt. 

The Savior affords also you and me 
opportunity to open our treasures. In 
fact, like the Wise Men, we should not 
approach Him with empty hands. This 
is not something new, but dates back 
to the beginning of time. Cain and 
Abel brought sacrifices unto the Lord. 
This is recorded as something self- 
evident. Undoubtedly they had learned 
from Adam and Eve that this is the 
right and proper thing to do. Through- 
out the Old Testament you read about 
sacrifices and offerings. The prophet 
even speaks of “the multitude of sacri- 
fices.” In Gen. 14:20 we read that 
Abraham, after God had delivered the 
enemies into his hands, blessed the 
Most High God and “gave Him tithes 
of all.’ When God revealed Himself to 
Jacob in the vision of the ladder and 
gave him the wonderful promises, 
Jacob set up the stone which had served 
him as a pillow to be God’s house. Then 
he promised God: “And of all that 
Thou shalt give me I will surely give 
the tenth unto Thee.” Several hundred 
years later God commanded the tithe. 
That definitely was the rule for giving 
throughout the Old Testament. 

What about us? How much of our 
treasure shall we bring to Christ for 
our home congregation, for our Dis- 
trict; for our church at large, and for 
charity? Shall we do less than God’s 
people in the Old Testament were com- 
pelled to do? God has much to say to 
us about giving in the New Testament. 
Jesus said: “Give, and it shall be given 
unto you.” The Apostle says: “God 
loveth a cheerful giver.” The Lord has 
given us this guide for giving: “On the 
first day of the week let everyone of 
you lay by him in store as God hath 
prospered him.” There we have it: 
(1) regularly; (2) everyone; (3) 
systematically; (4) proportionately, or 
according to our income. 

Let everyone give serious thought to 
this directive. It will be urgently neces- 
sary for us to present greater and richer 
gifts to Christ. God is giving us ever 
greater opportunities. The Savior wants 
to expand His kingdom through us. Let 
us not fail Him. We shall hear more 
about this. Every family in every con- 
gregation is to be visited. May it be 
said of all of us: “And when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented 
unto Him gifts.” 

JOHN W. BEHNKEN 
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From Strength to Strength 


Psalm 84:7: “They go from 
trength to strength; every one of them 
n Zion appeareth before God.” 


\ \ 7 & have just crossed the threshold 

of the new year. We have never 
raveled this way before. The road is 
incertain and dark. The outcome is 
eiled and obscure. 

Such a prospect might fill us with 
read. Well it might if we should tra- 
el this way alone. But the Christian 
las a constant Guide, who knows 
very step of the way. With Him at 
yur side, we shall not stumble or fall. 
Jur step is sure and our heart serene. 

For this we have the assurance of 
livine promise and the example of 
xod’s people through the ages. The 
-salmist puts it thus: “They go from 
trength to strength.” Alone we are 
mpotent, helpless, confused. Alone 
ve sink, we faint, we fall. But God 
s our Strength. He bears our burden, 
olves our problem, charts our course. 

And He imparts His strength to 
is always at just the right time and in 
ust the right measure. This is the 
est antidote for worry. He has never 
ailed us in the past. He will never fail 
is in the future — not if we put our 
rust in Him. 

Our best-laid plans will come to 
aught unless we have His blessing. 
Jur worried concern for tomorrow’s 
ieeds will bring us no guarantee of 
ood or raiment, health or wealth. All 
jur bounties come from Him. He has 
iven us His strength in the past. And 
rom the remembrance of that past 
trength we go on to the assurance of 
lew strength for the future. 

The Psalmist, however, indicates 
he source of this strength. Speaking 
f God’s people, he declares, “Every 
ne of them in Zion appeareth before 
sod.” We draw our strength from 
jod. And thus we must seek Him 
vhere He is to be found: in Zion, in 
fis church, in the means of grace — 
he holy Word and the Sacraments. 

There we must appear before Him. 
Ve come before Him as humble pen- 
ents, seeking His pardon, receiving 
lis grace. We come before Him as 
arnest suppliants, pleading our need, 
eceiving His bounty. We come be- 
ore Him as redeemed children, hymn- 
ng His praises, receiving His love. 
In Zion we find Him, serve Him, 
nd live with Him — in His strength. 


Tuomas COATES 
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And Jesus Said 


These things have I spoken unto 
you, being yet present with you. But 
the Comforter, which is the Holy 
Ghost, whom the Father will send in 
My name, He shall teach you all 
things and bring all things to your re- 
membrance whatsoever I have said 
unto you. JOHN 14:25, 26 


his saying admittedly is one of the 

most important uttered by our 
Lord in the Upper Room. There had 
existed an intimate, affectionate rela- 
tionship between Him and His dis- 
ciples. This blessed condition had to 
cease. But Jesus says that they were 
not to grieve; another divine Teacher 
would take His place, the Comforter, 
the Holy Spirit. Since we sit at the 
feet of the Apostles and learn from 
them, basing our convictions and doc- 
trines on what they teach us in the 
writings of the New Testament, it 
evidently is absolutely necessary that 
we should have information on their 
qualifications to be our instructors. 

Let us note, to begin with, that 
there can be no doubt that Jesus here 
addresses the Eleven. In some of the 
sayings spoken on this occasion He 
makes statements of a general nature 
which all believers may at once apply 
to themselves. 

But in the present case it is dif- 
ferent. He narrows His statement to 
refer to those who have been His 
immediate students, have heard His 
teachings, and can be reminded of 
what He orally had taught them. 

The Holy Spirit, He says, would 
teach them all things. There were still 
some matters on which they needed 
instruction, doctrines which either had 
not been touched on by Jesus or which 
they, laboring under prejudices, had 
not understood. The full truth on the 
counsels of God that should be made 
known to the world would be com- 
municated to them by the Spirit. One 
means the Spirit would employ would 
be to bring back to their memory 
matters which Jesus had taught them. 
It was a grand promise. It implied 
that they were to be the infallible 
teachers of the church and that their 
writings were to be inspired docu- 
ments on which men might safely base 
their faith. As we hear and read their 
message, it is the voice of Jesus, the 
Good Shepherd, Himself that calls, 
and the Visitor gently knocking at our 
heart’s door is none other than the 
life-giving Spirit of God. 


WILLIAM F. ARNDT 
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Words of Life 
= | 


ife shapes words. The life of each 
man not only adds new words to 
his vocabulary but also changes the 
words he has known before. For 
example, the word love means one 
thing to an eight-year-old and some- 
thing else again to an 18-year-old. 
Words have a history as various and 
changing and lively as life itself. The 
history of men and nations, too, 
shapes words; it may create new words 
or create new meanings for old words. 

And so it is only natural that the 
history of God’s dealing with man, the 
record of God’s revelation of Him- 
self to His chosen people and through 
them to all mankind, should have left a 
deep and lasting imprint on language. 
And above all the event of all history, 
the turning point of all the ages, the 
turning point in the history of all man- 
kind, God’s final revelation of Himself 
in His Son, has had an effect on 
language as great, as decisive, and as 
wonderful, as that event itself. The 
Holy Spirit, who inspired Evangelist 
and Apostle, did not create a new 
language; he used the Greek which 
was spoken in the world of Evangelists 
and Apostles, from one end of the 
Mediterranean to the other. But His 
life-breathing force changed the mean- 
ing of old words and transfigured 
them, created some new words, or 
created new meanings for old words. 

Nowhere perhaps is the effect of 
this action of the living God upon 
language seen more strikingly than in 
the word cross. For us the word cross 
spells all the blessings that we have in 
Christ; it is a word of comfort, of 
blessings, of triumph, for us. But for 
men who lived at the time of Jesus, 
cross signified a disgraceful and de- 
grading form of execution; it had 
come in the mouths of Romans to 
be a term of reproach. 

The changes wrought in language 
by God, the Savior, are not always so 
striking and so drastic as that; but they 
are always significant. Under the 
breath of the Spirit words often came 
to mean what nobody knew they 
meant before. We must therefore 
learn to hear the Bible out on its 
terms. And it will be the purpose of 
this little column to attempt to tear the 
veil of familiarity away from some of 
the words which Scripture uses and to 
let us see them as the living words that 
they are, words filled with the life of 
the living, acting, saving God, the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


MARTIN H. FRANZMANN 


EDITORIALS 


“Behold What Manner of Love!” 


Jesus is Heaven’s Gift to an unworthy world, the incon- 
trovertible proof of the infinite love of the Father. It would 
almost seem that God loved the world more than His Son, 
for He gave His Son to save the world. Yet this is the way 
of love. It never stops giving, though that which it gives is 
very precious. Loving and giving go hand in hand; they 
cannot be separated. 

God’s love must not be permitted to remain unappreci- 
ated and unrewarded. It has a claim on us and should move 
us to love Him who first loved us. Only when we accept 
God’s gift of love in true faith, can it be said to have ac- 
complished its purpose. And this faith will be manifested 
by love. We cannot, like the shepherds, go to Bethlehem 
to see the things which have come to pass, but we can 
prove our love by joining with our brethren to hear that 
Gospel proclaimed to us and to praise Him for His mar- 
velous love. We cannot, like the Wise Men, lay our treas- 
ures at His feet, but we can open our treasures and gladly 
devote them to the support of His cause. 

Our love for Him must make us eager to build and ex- 
tend His church. To withhold our gifts is base ingratitude; 
to make them grudgingly is not acceptable. To be a sweet- 
smelling savor to Him, they must be given freely, willingly. 
There is but one fountain from which such willingness can 
flow: the devout contemplation of this mystery of love by 
which we have become the sons of God. Drink freely; then 
you will also serve freely. 


Do You Know Jesus? 


The maxim of today’s world seems to be: “It’s not what 
you know, but whom you know!” People stand in line 
by the hour just to shake the hand of a very important 
person; they make every effort to contact some celebrity. 

When speaking of some dignitary, many people say: “He is 
a personal friend of mine! I know him very well!” But do 
they know Jesus? 

Ever since His lowly birth more than 1900 years ago, 
men have been reading, writing, and talking about Christ. 
More books have been written about Him than about any 
other person in history. And yet, how many thousands 
are there who do not think it is necessary to know Jesus! 
They feel it is more important to know someone here on 
earth who might be able to do them more good. 

In a country such as ours, with millions of radios and 
television sets, with thousands of Christian churches, with 
the Gospel preaching of the Lutheran Hour, there is no 
excuse for anyone to say: “I do not know Jesus.” There 
is no excuse for the fact that approximately 20,000,000 
children in our country are not enrolled in any Christian 
Sunday school; nor is there any justification for the fact 
that one half the population of the U.S. is unchurched. 

All of these stubborn figures point sharply to the fact 
that we who know Christ must take to heart the mis- 
sionary implications of the Epiphany season, to testify 
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of Jesus, to let His light shine before men, to tell then 
that the Christ Child has come to be their Savior, tha 
His love for them is boundless. With the conviction tha 
strengthened the preaching of the Apostle Peter, we, toc 
must say: “We believe and are sure that Thou art th 
Christ, the Son of the living God,” so that many, many 
more souls in 1956 will come to faith in Him who died fo: 
them. 


Our Motto for 1956 


The Greeks of the old Gospel story (John 12:20) wh 
came to the Apostle Philip with the request “We would se 
Jesus” were not just interested in getting a glimpse o 
the Son of Man, so that they might be able to tell thei 
friends back home that they had seen Him whose fami 
had spread far and wide. They were eager to talk t 
Jesus, to ask Him about His teaching, to learn spiritua 
truths from Him, to know the way of life. 

As we stand in the afterglow of Christmas brightnes. 
and beauty and recall that only a few days ago the curtain 
of time was raised upon another year of grace and oppor: 
tunity, we can look forward to a blessed new year if w 
make the words “We Would See Jesus” our motto. Chris 
will be our unfailing Companion for every hour and day 
of our life. Are we beset by sin? He will forgive. Hav 
we doubts? He will dispel them. Is our faith faltering’ 
He will make it firm. Are we weary? He will revive us 
Are we weak? He will strengthen us. Are we troubled’ 
He will calm us. Are we heavy-laden? He will comfort us 
His love, grace, guidance, and mercy will never change 
He will walk with us all the way. 


Two Trees 


Hear the parable of the two trees. Two trees stood it 
the forest, the one an elm, the other an evergreen. Thx 
evergreen was wise, and the elm was stubborn. Upon ; 
winter’s night it began to snow, and, verily, that snow wa 
great. The flakes were large and wet. By the seconc 
watch of the night the ground was covered with a heavy 
blanket, and the branches carried a great weight. 

In the morning an husbandman went out for to see thi 
trees. And, lo, the elm, having held its branches rigid, hac 
suffered much. The limbs did break, and such was thi 
damage that the tree died. But the evergreen, having been 
loaded with more weight than it could bear, relaxed anc 
lowered its branches and let the burden slip-away. Anc 
the state of that tree was very good. 

Now, the parable is this. The snow is the trouble o 
life. It falleth on the evil and on the good, it burdens th 
just and the unjust. The stubborn man without God anc 
without Christ is broken in body and spirit by the fear, 
and tensions and burdens of life. The wise man, knowin 
the love of God in Christ, is a doer of the Word whicl 
saith, “Cast all your care upon Him, for He careth for you.’ 

He that hath ears to hear, let him be a wise evergreen 


E, J. Orro, in Central Illinois District Lutheran Witness 


LOOSE LEAVES 


365 Days of What? 


“We'd probably be scared to death if we knew what 
was coming in the next year,” somebody said recently. 
Maybe so. But we think not. Ahead of us, by God’s 
will, are another 365 days. 365 days of what? Surely 
none of us knows. And by the mercies of God that is 
good. For, perhaps, if we did know what was coming, 
we might be tempted to be scared to death! 

We have no idea of what is coming. It could be any- 
thing — pain, illness, death, sorrow, war. It could be hap- 
piness and joy and peace and prosperity. Whatever comes, 
however, we shall have to face. But that by no means 
discourages us. It all depends on what we have with 
which to face the possible future. 

With what are you facing the next 365 days? A hazy 
hope that everything will be all right? A grim resolu- 
tion to keep a stiff upper lip in case anything goes wrong? 
If that is all you have, it’s not enough. What you need — 
and need desperately —is Jesus. You need Him for the 
next 365 days. Your family needs Him, too. If you have 
Him, you’ll have all you need for the next year. 

We don’t think much of new year’s resolutions. They 
come and go. But should you be making some, why not 
resolve with the power of God’s Holy Spirit to stay as 
close to Jesus as possible this year through your private 
study of the Word, through Bible class discussion, through 
regular attendance at the Lord’s house and at His Holy 
Supper? And while you're at it, why not resolve, too, 
with the power of His Spirit to keep the whole family 
with Jesus through the family altar this coming year? 

The person who has Jesus, and the family whose home 
is blessed with Christ, will never be scared to death. 
There is no need. For the coming year will always mean 
365 days with Christ. What better way to look at the 
coming year? What better way to spend the coming 
year than spending it day by day with Him? — J. D. Fritz, 
in North Dakota Edition of the LUTHERAN WITNEssS. 


Why Is the Lutheran Church Advancing? 


The energy and progress of the Lutheran Church is 
strikingly evident through mid-Western United States. 
Magnificent new churches embody the most original and 
daring designs of modern architecture, while preserving 
the symbolism and traditions of the old. The youth centers 
beside the churches are the finest I have ever seen. 

The advance of the Lutheran Church can be credited 
to three factors. First comes worship. They teach their 
children to worship. Youth learns the great hymns from 
childhood. Lutheran worship has great dignity, because 
Lutherans believe in “worshiping the Lord in the beauty 
of holiness.” . 

The second great source of power in Lutheranism comes 
from training its young. Lutherans have a most serious 

training. ... Their young people really have a foundation 
for their faith. The Bible has not been abandoned to cute 


Dik de Awa 


Question: Can the Jews be received into glory on the Last 
Day if they do not accept Christ, even though they believe 
in God? Is it right for them to reject the doctrine of hell 
because they say that ‘‘God will not be cruel enough to 
cast anyone into eternal damnation’? 


Answer: In John 8:19-24 Christ told the Jews of 
His day: “Ye neither know Me nor My Father; if 
ye had known Me, ye should have known My Father 
also. .. . If ye believe not that I am He, ye shall 
die in your sins.” Since Jesus is true God, one can- 
not believe in the true God if he does not also believe 
in Jesus. In John 5:23 Jesus says: “All men should 
honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He 
that honoreth not the Son, honoreth not the Father 
which hath sent Him.” Consider also St. Paul’s im- 
passioned concern about the fate of the Jews in 
his day. 

As to your second point, it is folly to try to 
charge God with such cruelty. The fact of the 
matter is that He definitely threatens all despisers 
of His grace with eternal damnation (Is. 66:24; 
Matt. 25:46; Luke 16:19-31, and others). It is not 
cruelty but His righteousness which moves Him to 
punish the transgressor of His Law in that manner 
(2 Thess. 1:6-10). If that appears severe to us, it 
is because we do not appreciate the damnableness 
of sin. The wise and right thing to do in the face 
of this awful prospect is to repent and believe the 
Gospel now (Ps. 2:12; 95:7,8; 2 Cor. 6:2). 


_ Question: Why is not everyone invited to Holy Commun- 


little stories. Lutherans also really teach their children 


the doctrine and history of their church. They intend to 
keep their youth... . 

In the third place the Lutherans have maintained a 
_ strong faith.... We may disagree with the Lutheran doc- 


q 


_ of the rest of us — and it doesn’t — then no one can deny 
their right to hold it. And indeed no church can survive 
day without a strong faith, a faith that has a cutting edge, 
r which the waves of atheism and paganism break in 
.— Frank S. Mortey, Ph.D. (Edin.), B.D., Presby- 
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-trine, but so long as it doesn’t interfere with the liberty . 
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ion in the Lutheran Church? Did not Christ invite ‘‘all”’ 
to drink of it? And is it not stated that ‘‘all’’ drank of it 
(Mark 14:23)? 


Answer: At the institution of the Lord’s Supper 
only the Twelve were present (if indeed Judas was 
still there); hence your inference that all worshipers 
in a church service should be invited to commune is 
not valid. On the other hand, Christ intended this 


meal of grace for all, even as He wants all men to be 
_ saved and will save them if they repent and believe. 


Of the rest He says: “He that believeth not shall be 


_ damned.” Thus Christ also says that His holy treas- 


ures should not be given to the dogs nor our pearls 
be cast before swine (Matt. 7:6). He also states that 
unforgiving people will not find forgiveness (Mark 
11:25, 26) and that impenitent members should be 
excluded from a Christian congregation (Matt. 18: 
15-17; 2 Tim. 2:20, 21). St. Paul insists that a man 
examine himself before communing (1 Cor. 11:28, 
29), which implies that those who cannot properly 
examine themselves should not be admitted to the 
Lord’s Table until they comply. For they do not 
discern the Lord’s body and therefore eat and drink 
damnation (judgment) to themselves. Therefore we 


_ do not invite all worshipers in our services to partake 


of Holy Communion, but only those who qualify ac- 
cording to the directives of St.Paul as indicated 
above. O: ESS. 


White House Conference on Education 


Imost 1,800 delegates attended the 
White House Conference on 
Education in Washington, D. C., 

from November 28 to December 1. 
Most of the representatives were 
appointed by the governors of U.S. 
states and territories. In addition, 
some 300 national organizations were 
invited to send representatives. The 
conference brought together a broad 
section of laymen and _ professional 
educators to deliberate on how to 
move forward in education at local, 
state, and national levels. 

The conference program gave spe- 
cific attention to six issues: 1. What 
should our schools accomplish? 2. In 
what ways can we organize our school 
systems more efficiently and econom- 
ically? 3. What are our school-build- 
ing needs? 4. How can we get enough 
good teachers and keep them? 5. How 
can we finance, build, and operate our 
schools? 6. How can we maintain 
public interest in education? 

As to the aims the schools should 
achieve, 14 points were enumerated, 
including emphasis on the funda- 
mental skills of communication and 
mathematics, appreciation for our 
democratic heritage, ethical behavior 
based on a sense of moral and spir- 
itual values, physical and mental 
health, knowledge of American in- 
stitutions, and basic knowledge of the 
‘sciences. The schools, it was felt, 
should maintain an appropriate bal- 
ance in the educational program and 
provide for the stimulation and devel- 
opment of all children. 

The role of the state was en- 
visioned as including the establish- 
ment of minimum standards, the 
maintenance of advisory and con- 
sultative services, and the develop- 
ment of research and _ statistical 


studies. It was emphasized that the 
U.S. Office of Education should be 
adequately staffed to carry out the 
functions it now performs in making 
reports on the status of education, in 
carrying on research activities, in 
providing needed statistical informa- 
tion and leadership of the sort rep- 
resented by the conference. 

On the question of buildings it 
was pointed out that 41 states had 
indicated that 203,000 classrooms are 
needed at present and that only 
54,000 classrooms are being erected 
this year. About three fourths of the 
current shortage of classrooms dates 
back to the depression and the war 
years. The climbing birth rate has 
made this a large-scale problem. 

The report on gaining and keep- 
ing enough teachers emphasized that 
the American public must recognize 
that teachers are working with our 
most precious resource —our chil- 
dren. For increasing the supply of 
teachers, three basic considerations 
were mentioned: 1. Increasing the 
prestige and status of teaching. 2. 
Making the salary structure of the 
teaching profession higher and more 
flexible. 3. Defining the teacher’s job 
so as to challenge and attract the in- 
terest of talented people. 

Easily the most controversial of 
the topics considered by the confer- 
ences was the question of financing 
the schools. Most delegates agreed 
that some states do not have the 
money to build the schools that are 
needed and that Federal assistance is 
necessary to deal with the problem. 
The conference was about evenly 
divided on the issue of Federal aid 
for school operation. 

The participants recognized the 
right of parents to educate their chil- 


ANKERS 


Missouri Synod educational leaders at White House Conference on Education 


(L. to r.): Theodore Neils, attorney, St. Cloud, Minn.; Leonard J. Dierker, St. Louis, Superintendent of Christian 
Education, Western District; Arthur L. Amt, Wausau, Wis., Executive Secretary of Christian Education, North 
Wisconsin District; Dr. Arthur L. Miller, St. Louis, Executive Secretary, Board for Parish Education of Synod; 
Dr. Herbert H. Gross, professor of geography, Concordia Teachers College, River Forest, IIl.; Dr. Samuel J. Roth, 


Detroit, Superintendent of Education, Michigan District. 
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dren in schools of their choice, but 
a large majority of the participants 
did not favor use of tax money for 
the support of nonpublic schools. 
For maintaining a continued pub- 
lic interest in education, the repre- 
sentatives stressed the need to resolve 
the differences between different in- 
terest groups: the rural and urban 
groups, the labor and _ nonlabor 
groups, the supporters of nonpublic 
schools and those who find the public 
school adequate, those who differ on 
the subjects of integration, the pur- 
poses of the school, and others. 
Outcomes of the conference will 
be two: (1) a report to President 
Eisenhower, which will offer guidance 
to the Administration on school pol- 
icies, and (2) widespread community 
and state discussion and action on 
the report of the conference. The 
problems confronting our public 
schools should concern all citizens. 


St. Louis ArTHUR L. MILLER 


THE BIBLE 


(Continued from page 4) 


“approve,” “admire” meant “marvel 
at,” “master” meant “teacher,” “com- 
municate” meant “share,” “conversa- 


tion” meant “manner of living,” “by 
” 


and by” meant “now,” “possess” 

“ s ” ce ” “oe ” 
meant “seize,” “suffer” meant “let, 
“let” meant “prevent,” “prevent” 


meant “precede,” and so on. 


Necessary Revision Delayed 


The outstanding merit and ad- 
vantage of both Luther’s translation 
and the King James Version (their 
unmatched classic form) paradoxi- 
cally turned out to be also a serious 
fault and disadvantage. A desire to 
preserve their classic form prevented 
frequent revisions, which are neces- 
sary in order to keep the Bible lan- 
guage up to date. In languages where 
the translation did not achieve so 
definite a classic mold, Bible revisions 
every few decades are the accepted 
thing (e. g., in the Finnish). Luther’s 
translation and the King James Ver- 
sion are rare exceptions, having held 
the field now for nearly 400 years. 
Quite a remarkably long record! But 
both in Germany and in England, as 
well as in America, the need for 
linguistic revision has been. increas- 
ingly felt now for nearly one hundred 
years. In all three countries, revision 
of the current versions is occupying 
the leading Biblical scholars of these 
lands. Besides, in all three coun- 
tries many individuals have pre- 
duced modern language translations 
(Schlachter, Menge, in Germany; 
Moffatt, Knox, in England; Good- 
speed-Smith, Williams, in America; to 
mention just a few of each). But 
more about this in a later issue. 
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& Keeligious NEWS 


The Ford Foundation has desig- 
aated $9,635,370 of its $500,000,000 
sift —the largest single gift in the 
ristory of philanthropy — to Lutheran 
>ducational and hospital institutions. 
Of the entire gift, $210,000,000 has 
seen allocated to increase teacher 
salaries in 615 privately supported 
solleges and universities, $200,000,000 
0 extend services of 3,500 voluntary 
1onprofit hospitals, and $90,000,000 to 
mprove instruction in privately sup- 
sorted medical schools. The appro- 
Sriations were made “to supplement 
und encourage the efforts of the 
American people in meeting problems 
uffecting the progess of the whole 
ation.” 

Twenty-eight Lutheran colleges 
and universities will be given 
55,415,300, in amounts ranging from 
571,600 to $432,800 (to Wittenberg 
Sollege [ULCA], Springfield, Ohio); 
and 95 Lutheran hospitals will receive 
54,220,070, in amounts from $10,000 
0 $216,200, according to a list of 
‘ecipients issued by the Ford Founda- 
ion on December 12. 

Three schools of The Lutheran 
Shurch — Missouri Synod will receive 
1 total of $607,100: Concordia Teach- 
srs College, River Forest, Ill, $182,300; 
Valparaiso University, $332,200; and 
Soncordia Teachers College, Seward, 
Nebr., $92,600. 

Grants were made to the follow- 
ng hospitals in which Synodical 
Conference churches participate: I1li- 
v0is — Walther Memorial Hospital, 
Shicago, $85,400. Indiana — Lutheran 
tospital, Fort Wayne, $100,000. Iowa 


— Lutheran Hospital, Hampton, 
516,800; Lutheran Hospital, Sioux 
city, $57,900. . Kansas — Lutheran 


Tospital, Hoisington, $13,400; Edwards 
Sounty Hospital, Kinsley, $10,000; 
<earney County Hospital, Lakin, 
310,000. Maryland — Lutheran Hos- 
ital of Maryland, Baltimore, $95,800. 
Vichigan — Monroe Hospital, Monroe, 
$34,000; St. Luke’s Hospital, Saginaw, 
389,800. Minnesota — St. John’s Hos- 
vital, Red Wing, $36,400; St. John’s 
Aospital, St. Paul, $83,500. Missouri — 
uutheran Hospital, St. Louis, $94,600. 
Montana — St. John’s Lutheran Hos- 
dital, Libby, $14,100. Nebraska — Lu- 
Ben Hospital, Beatrice, $24,300; 
uutheran Hospital, Norfolk, $27,700; 
utheran Hospital, Omaha, $69,800. 
‘ew Jersey — Clara Maas Memorial 
ospital, Newark, $47,300. New York 
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— Lutheran Hospital, Brooklyn, 
$66,100. Ohio — Lutheran Hospital, 
Cleveland, $115,900. Wisconsin — Lu- 
theran Hospital, Beaver Dam, $33,400; 
La Crosse Lutheran Hospital, La 
Crosse, $15,600; Sheboygan Memorial 
Hospital, Sheboygan, $70,800. 


Moslem students from Afghani- 
stan who are enrolled at the Univer- 
sity of Wyoming attended Thanksgiv- 
ing Day services in Zion Lutheran 
Church, Laramie. Rev. H. F. Werling 
of Zion is student pastor on the cam- 
pus. On a number of occasions he 
discussed with these students the 
Christian doctrines of God, man, re- 
demption, and _ justification. Each 
Moslem visitor thanked the pastor at 
the close of the service. 


Moslem students from Afghanistan at the Uni- 
versity of Wyoming attended services in Zion 
Lutheran Church, Laramie. 


The picture shows Pastor Werling, 
first row, left, six Moslem students, 
and Prof. Paul Rosel of Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., at 
the far right. Five Moslems are in the 
second row. 

Student attendance at _ services, 
Pastor Werling wrote the WITNEssS, 
“has increased fourfold, and the over- 
all attendance has increased 60 per 
cent.” 


Founders’ Day, a new observance 
at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, at 
a convocation on December 9, honored 
the memory of Dr. Francis August 
Otto Pieper, president of the Semi- 
nary, 1887—1931; professor, 1878 .to 
1931; and President of Synod, 1899 to 
1911. 

Rev. Theodore F. Nickel of Chi- 
cago, in his address “Dr. Francis 
Pieper and His Value to Our Genera- 
tion,’ stressed Dr. Pieper’s emphasis 
in his life and teaching of “only by 
grace, only by faith, the Scriptures 


pity 


BRONZE PLAQUE OF DR. 


FRANCIS PIEPER 
hangs in Pieper Hall, Concordia Seminary, 
St. Lovis. Dr. A. O. Fuerbringer, president of 
the seminary, is shown with three of Dr. 
Pieper’s daughters (I. to r.): Mrs. L. F. Blank- 
enbuehler, Mrs. George Schmidt, Miss Lucy 
Pieper, and a granddaughter, Mrs. George 
Hoyer. The plaque had been an early gift 
from the Lutheran Laymen’s League. 


only.” By resolution of the Board of 
Control, Rev. John Oppliger, chair- 
man, named the administration build- 
ing Pieper Hall. 

Born June 27, 1852, at Carwitz, 
Pomerania, he graduated from the 
St. Louis Seminary in 1875. He was 
the youngest professor ever called to 
permanent tenure at the seminary. 

Among his descendants in the 
ministry today are a son, Rev. E. O. 
Pieper, Rockville, Conn.; and three 
grandsons: Revs. R. P. E. Ressmeyer, 
Seaford, L.I.; Henry F. Ressmeyer, 
Malverne, N. Y.; L. W. Blanken- 
buehler, Hampton, Va. Three of his 
daughters attended the convocation: 
Miss Lucy Pieper; Emma, widow of 
Rev. George Schmidt; and Elsie, wife 
of Dr. L. Blankenbuehler; and a 
granddaughter, Dorothy Ressmeyer 
Hoyer, wife of Seminary Prof. George 
Hoyer. Two other daughters of 
Dr. Pieper are Clara, wife of Dr. Ru- 
dolph S. Ressmeyer, Baltimore, and 
Irene Pieper Koenig, M. D., Haw- 
thorne, N. Y., widow of Rev. George 
Koenig. 


Adlai E. Stevenson, 1952 Demo- 
cratic presidential nominee and an- 
nounced candidate for his party’s 
nomination this year, joined the First 
Presbyterian Church of Lake Forest, 
Ill., in October, the Minneapolis Star 
reported, quoting Mrs. Robert C. An- 
drus, wife of the church’s pastor. 
Previously Mr. Stevenson listed his 
religion as Unitarian. 
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PHILADELPHIA WALTHER LEAGUERS GAVE THEIR SECOND ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT, 
“A Living Nativity,’’ portraying the Christmas story as recorded by St. Matthew and St. Luke 


and presenting traditional carols. 


Four performances were given on four evenings, December 24 


to 27. Last year 5,000 people watched the pageant, which was presented on vacant property 
owned by Castor Gardens Lutheran Church on one of the major thoroughfares of Philadelphia. 
Photo shows Elsa Klatt as Mary; Walter Schmidt as Joseph; and Lois Klatt, Charlotte Lukhard, 


and Eva Oerhle as angels. 


Synod’s Board of Directors at its 
meeting on December 1—2 gratefully 
acknowledged the increase of $118,000 
in Synod’s treasury over the pre- 
ceding year, but the amount, Dr. M. 
F. Kretzmann, Secretary, reported to 
the WITNEss, “was not enough to keep 
pace with budget requirements. It 
is hoped that the impact of the 
resolutions of the St. Paul Confer- 
ence and the fine spirit there mani- 
fested will bring about a much larger 
outpouring of prayers and gifts so 
that the dreaded deficit will not ma- 
terialize and that we may begin our 
efforts toward the much larger budget 
for 1956 with a clean slate. 

“Much time was spent in discuss- 
.ing with the Mass Communications 
Commission the further conduct of 
our TV undertaking in order to get 
the best returns for our money in 
connection with a new series of ‘This 
Is the Life.’ 

“The usual necessary allotments 
for various mission projects were 
made. How the Lord has blessed our 
mission endeavors and how gladly we 
should support them!” 

The report on the “Building 
for Christ” offering showed that 
$4,588,300.87 in cash and pledges had 
come from the Districts. 

Bequests amounting to $109,000 
not earmarked for any particular pur- 
pose were added to the budget. 

A special committee on the ques- 
tion of the manpower shortage in the 
church reported that the question will 
be considered at subsequent meetings 
for later recommendation to Synod. 
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Dr. Lawrence B. Meyer, Planning 
Counselor for Synod, left New York 
City’s Idlewild International Airport 
December 4 for visits with church- 
men in Warsaw, the capital of Poland, 
to extend greetings from American 
Lutherans to the Lutheran Church 
of Poland. Arrangements for a pro- 
posed trip to Moscow were not com- 
pleted before he left the U.S. 

He will meet with Lutheran Free 
Church officials in Hanover, Ger- 
many, and will discuss continued 
immigration of Lutherans with West 
German Chancellor Konrad Adenauer 
and Dr. E. G. Gerstenmeier, president 
of the Bundestag. In Stuttgart, 
Dr. Meyer will speak with repre- 
sentatives of the Protestant Relief and 
Welfare Association of Germany rel- 
ative to relief needs in East Germany. 

In France, Dr. Meyer will inspect 
the newly dedicated house of studies 
in Paris and meet with Lutheran Free 
Church leaders of France, Belgium, 
and Denmark. 

In London he will meet with pas- 
tors of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of England and with leaders 
of other Lutheran bodies formed by 
exiled national groups. He will also 
discuss plans for creating an English 
Lutheran ministry. 

Present plans of Synod call for an 
exploratory visit by Dr. William F. 
Arndt, member of the faculty of Con- 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, to Cam- 
bridge University, which would figure 
in a proposed co-operative arrange- 
ment for training Lutheran ministers 
for Great Britain. The theological 
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candidates would take their univer- 
sity training at one of the colleges of 
Cambridge. The Cambridge Univer- 
sity Press is printing the Greek 
Lexicon on which Dr. Arndt has 
collaborated. 


A small carload of corn, more 
than 1,300 bushels, was given for the 
All Lutheran Food Appeal by Saint 
John’s Congregation of 191 commu- 
nicant members at New Berlin, IIl. 
After church services November 27 
the corn was dedicated to the glory 
of God and the feeding of unfortu- 
nates in a brief ceremony conducted 
by Rev. A. J. Bueltmann, pastor. 


The Lutheran Social Ethics Sem- 
inar met at Valparaiso University, 
December 1—3, for an annual meet- 
ing at which the group discussed 
essays written by members of the 
organization. Two of the essays pre- 
sented “The American Churches and 
the Women’s Rights Movement” and 
“Theological Principles Which Ought 
to Govern the Determination of the 
Role of Christian Women in Church 
and in Society.” 


Conference of pastors and teachers in Hawaii, 


which met in October 
Church Wahiawa, Oahu. 


Standing (I. to r.): Rev. Walter Grumm, Wahiawa, 
conference chairman; Miss Dorothy Bangert, principal 
of Our Redeemer School, Honolulu; Rev. W. Schroe- 
der, pastor of Our Redeemer; Miss Lily Werdemann, 
conference chairman and principal of Trinity School; 
Wilbur Cain, vicar, Good Shepherd Mission, Honolulu. 
Seated: Miss Alice Born and Mrs. Robert Braun, teach- 
ers, Our Redeemer School; Miss Eleanor Feucht, Mrs. 
E. Yonke, and Mrs. Louise Kim, Trinity School; Mrs. 
Ralph Thrane, and Miss Jo Ann Meyer, Our Redeemer 
School. Not .shown are Revs. Norman Bangert of 
St. Mark's Church, Kaneohe, and Norman Abbott of 
Hilo. 


at Trinity Lutheran 


On Christmas Day 81-year-old 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Congregation, 
Ottawa, Canada, saw its fourth adult 
class confirmed in one year. A new 
class was organized January 2, 1956. 

“By a program of personal visita- 
tion in 1955 we have received 125 
adults into membership through con- 
firmation, reclamation, and confession 
of faith. The Holy Spirit has carried 
on this program in an area not usu- 
ally considered as residential, in a 
community surrounded with churches, 
where Romanism has a very strong 
hold. Of the adults confirmed last 
year, one third had no former church 
affiliation, one third were Romanists, 
and the others came from Baptist, 
Anglican, and United churches,” 
Rev. Rudolph A. Ritz, pastor, said. 
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Miss Marie Wilk, 69, Lutheran 
arochial school teacher for 50 years 
nd the past 40 years at Trinity 
chool, Milwaukee, died November 
9. Surviving are her mother, Mrs. 
larie Wilk, 101 years old, a sister, 
liss Amalia Wilk, and a brother, Rev. 
rthur Wilk, Hastings, Nebr. 


Mrs. August Hass of St. John’s 
ongregation, Kendallville, Ind., was 
00 years old October 20. “She not 
nly attends church, but also keeps 
ouse and takes care of a son who is 
90 old to work,” the Central District 
lews reports. 


Mrs. Margaret Moellering of Fort 
Vayne has given securities amount- 
ig to about $375,000 to Valparaiso 
Iniversity in Indiana for a library. 

She has also given about $75,000 
) the Church Extension Fund of the 
Tissouri Synod and another $25,000 
> the Church Extension Fund of the 
‘entral District. 

Her husband, the late Henry Moel- 
ring, with her brother, the late 
vr. J. W. Miller, pastor of St. Paul’s 
‘hurch, Fort Wayne, was a leader in 
equiring Valparaiso University as a 
jsutheran school. 


sr 


EV. MICHAEL C. TRINKLEIN, recently commis- 
ioned as a missionary, and his wife (center), 
1e former Janice Lou Asche of Columbus, 
lebr., and Lake Andes, S. Dak., trace their 
yurney to Formosa for the missionary’s par- 
nts, Rev. and Mrs. Alfred W. Trinklein. 


he father, pastor of St. Matthew’s Church, 
lew York City, the oldest Lutheran congrega- 
on in America, ordained his son to the min- 
try. 

he missionary, graduated from Concordia 
eminary, St. Louis, last June, and his bride, 
1955 graduate of the School of Nursing, Lu- 
1eran Hospital, St. Louis, arrived in Formosa 
lovember 25. 


_ A conference on religion and pub- 
ic education, set up by the National 
‘ouncil of Churches’ Departments of 
teligion and Public Education and of 
teligious Liberty, meeting in 
tt. Louis, November 6—8, was at- 
ended by 250 invited delegates from 
0 of the 30 NCC denominations and 
embers of a number of state church 

cils. Participating as observers 
e representatives of Roman 
iolic, Jewish, and other Protestant 
es not affiliated with the NCC. 
conference was the first joint 


effort of NCC denominations to con- 
sider how the public schools can most 
effectively deal with religion and co- 
operate with the home and _ the 
church. 

The Christian Century said of the 
conference: “It is easier to reach 
agreement on what cannot be taught 
about religion in the public schools 
than on what is admissible. . . . The 
results of the meeting were... posi- 
tive. Positive and affirmative in pro- 
moting better understanding among 
religious groups that are as far apart 
as the poles in their views on both re- 
ligion and education; successful in 
reaching at least general agreement 
on both principles and action to be 
taken.” 

In his keynote address: “We Care 
What Happens to the Public Schools,” 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, NCC pres- 
ident, stated that minority groups 
have a right “to establish private 
schools and support them.” Protes- 
tants, he said, “must realize that it is 
already well established in this coun- 
try that private and parochial schools 
are assisted by government, at least 
to the extent of tax exemption.... But 
any tendency to give such govern- 
ment aid to private schools as would 
jeopardize the strength and continu- 
ance of the tax-supported public 
school system must be firmly resist- 
ed.” The conference advocated strong 
support of the public school system 
as the “bulwark of our heritage of 
freedom” and adherence to the Amer- 
ican tradition of separation of church 
and state. 

Variance of opinion on the rela- 
tionship of state educational agencies 
to parochial schools — school lunches, 
medical examination, transportation, 
and free textbooks — was so marked 
that no consensus could be obtained. 


The All-Africa Lutheran Confer- 
ence at Marangu, Tanganyika (Wrr- 
NESS, December 20, p.12), heard re- 
peated statements that the spread of 
Islam threatens the future of that 
continent, according to reports from 
two Lutheran World Federation of- 
ficials: Dr. Carl E. Lund-Quist, ex- 
ecutive secretary, and Dr. Fridtjov 
Birkeli, director of World Missions 
Department. At Marangu some 150 
delegates represented nearly 1,000,000 
Lutherans of Africa and the Danish, 
Finnish, German, Icelandic, Ameri- 
can, Norwegian, and Swedish mis- 
sionaries serving there. 

Dr. Lund-Quist said that Com- 
munist influence over students in 
some African countries presented 
another danger. 

Africans and whites were lodged 
in the same dormitories. One hotel 
“abolished the color bar completely 
during the conference,’ he said. The 
delegates were primarily interested in 
higher training for African Christian 
leaders and proposed the establish- 
ment of a theological college in Ethi- 
opia, Liberia, or Rhodesia. 

The delegates urged speeding up 
of the transfer of responsibilities from 
the missions to African leaders and 
asked the missionaries to take a 
bolder stand in the fight against all 
types of discrimination. 


Application for membership in 
the World Council of Churches will 
be made by The American Lutheran 
Church at its constituting convention 
in 1959, under a recommendation 
adopted in Chicago by the Joint 
Union Committee of the four church 
bodies negotiating the union: the 
American Lutheran Church, the 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church, and 
the Lutheran Free Church. 


At Concordia Lutheran Church, San Antonio, Tex., 32 adults were confirmed November 20, 
In the preceding week 10 of these adults and 30 of their children had been baptized. During 
1955, 94 adults and 15 children were confirmed. The congregation, which started as @ mission 
in the fall of 1951, now has 420 communicants; 850 baptized souls; a Christian day school 
of three grades and kindergarten, enrollment, 135; Sunday school of more than 400 children; 
and a plant valued at $150,000. At the dedication of the new church, December 11, Dr. A. G. 
Merkens of the St. Louis Seminary, father of the pastor, Rev. Guido A. Merkens, preached. 
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Dead or Alive. A Series of Sermons for 
Lent and Easter. By Herbert Linde- 
mann, Concordia Publishing House, 
St.Louis, Mo. 120 pages, 7425. 
$1.50, paper. 


An ultracontemporary series of Lenten 
sermons directs itself against six “Dan- 
gerous Distractions” — idolatry, money, 
bad company, amusements, war, sophisti- 
cation — by means of reflecting upon in- 
cidents in the Passion History. Then 
follow a Good Friday sermon on “It Is 
Finished” an Easter sermon on “Living 
the Risen Life,” and sermons for the next 
three Sundays on the Risen Life in 
Church, Home, and Industry. Pastor 
Lindemann is a compassionate and dis- 
cerning pastor. But he also preaches — 
and writes — with great skill. President 
O. P. Kretzmann writes the appreciative 
preface, RicHarp R. CAEMMERER 


The Life of Our Lord Upon the Earth. 
Consisting in its historical, chron- 
ological and geographical relations. 
By Samuel J. Andrews. Biograph- 
ical introduction by Dr. Wilbur M. 


Smith. Zondervan Publishing House, ~ 


Grand Rapids, Mich. 


6X9. $5.95. 

One must give a warm welcome to 
this classic which appears here in an 
excellent reprint. Originally published 
in 1862, it was completely revised by the 
author in 1891. In 1900 his final revision 
was produced. The book is conservative 
and accepts unreservedly the authority 
of the Scriptures and the deity of our 
Lord. What Andrews was especially in- 
terested in was the historical aspects of 
the Gospels, not so much the teachings 
contained in them. In marshaling the 
facts of our Savior’s earthly life and in 
presenting the various views of scholars 
on moot questions the work was un- 
surpassed, and although in the half cen- 
tury since the book’s last issue by the 
author an enormous amount of labor and 
research has been bestowed on New Tes- 
tament studies, it is still a treasure house 
of valuable information. 

WILLIAM F’. ARNDT 


658 pages, 


The Burden is Light. By Eugenia Price, 
Fleming H. Revell. 221 pages. $2.50. 


By its own declaration this volume 
brings “the autobiography of a trans- 
formed pagan,” Eugenia Price, the writer, 
director, and producer of the radio pro- 
gram “Unshackled,” which dramatizes 
the conversions of down-and-outers from 
Chicago’s skid row. She describes her 
life before her conversion, her rather de- 
termined resistance to the Word of God, 
and then her acceptance of Christ as 
Savior. Since that day she has devoted 
her talents to Christian service, prepar- 
ing the weekly radio program, delivering 
numerous lectures and addresses, and 
witnessing to the grace of God in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. The concluding pages 
describe her activities in an organization 
called “Disciples Identified,” the group 
which has the purpose of witnessing to 
Christ among “bitter, cynical, disil- 
lusioned men and women who held an 
arm high against any kind of organized 
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Christianity.” The author’s doctrinal po- 
sition does not in each respect represent 
the stand of our church; yet no doubt 
can remain regarding her wholehearted 
devotion to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
EucENE R. BERTERMANN 


Rivers to the Sea. By Irene Strommen. 
Augsburg Publishing House, Min- 
neapolis, Minn. 266 pages. $3.50. 

This first novel by the associate edi- 
tor of “Christmas Echoes” tells the story 
of a Christian girl from North Dakota 
and her experiences and romance at col- 
lege. The book, which will appeal to 
teen-agers, deals with types and progress 
of Norwegian-American families, with 
whom the author, through her own 
background, is well acquainted. 


The Secret of Greatness. By Reuben K. 
Youngdahl. Fleming H. Revell Co., 
Mi N. J. Cloth. 554x8%%. 
52.50. 


Reuben Youngdahl is the preacher 
brother of the famous Youngdahls, and 
the judge, Luther W., writes the Fore- 
word to the book. These are messages of 
Christian encouragement full of personal 
references and illustration, not sermonic 
but nevertheless enriching and stim- 
ulating. RicHarD R. CAEMMERER 


Death 


Elmer C. Stieg (September 26, 1884, 
St. Johnsburg, N.Y., to October 7, 1955, 
Ann Arbor, Mich.), son of Herman and 
Augusta Camann Stieg; graduated Con- 
cordia Seminary, Springfield, IIl., 1913. 

He held pastorates at Clayton, IIl., 
1913—18; Moltke, Mich., 1918—23; Or- 
chard Park, N.Y., 1923—26; Bad Axe, 
Mich., 1926 until his retirement in 1945. 
In 1950 he served Zion Church, Gwinner, 
N. Dak. 

He is survived by his wife, the former 
Louise Sorgenfrei, whom he married in 
1919; two sons: Dr. Raymond, Utica, 
Mich., and Harold, Oak Park, Mich.; and 
two daughters: Mrs. Dorothy Soltman, 
Birmingham, Mich., and Mrs. Elinor Ol- 
sen, Milton, Pa. 

The undersigned, assisted by Revs. 
Vernold Aurich and Alfred Scheips, con- 
ducted the funeral services October 11 
in St.Paul’s Church, Ann Arbor, and 
read the committal rites in Glen Eden 
Cemetery, Farmingham, Mich. Rev. Otto 
M. Riedel spoke for the Michigan District 
and the Adrian Circuit, and Rev. G. M. 
Krach for the Southeastern Pastoral Con- 
ference. Pastors of the Adrian Circuit 
served as pallbearers. Cart A. BRAUER 


Richard P. Oehlschlaeger (Febru- 
ary 22, 1877, Waynesburg, Ohio, to 
November 9, 1955, Maple Heights, Ohio), 
son of Rev. Christian and Clara Herbst 
Oehlschlaeger; graduated Concordia Col- 
lege, Hickory, N.C., 1897, and Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, 1900. 

He was commissioned as missionary 
to the Negroes in Winston-Salem, N.C., 
1900; served congregations at Cliffside, 
N. J., 1902—8; Albany, N. Y., 1908—13; 
North Tonawanda, N.Y., 1913—20; or- 
ganized Trinity Church, Maple Heights, 
Ohio, and was its pastor until 1947, when 
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the congregation merged with St. An- 
drew’s Church to form the Lutheran 
Church of the Covenant, of which he 
was associate pastor until his retirement 
in 1950. He was a former editor of the 
Cleveland Lutheran Messenger, membet 
of the Board of Trustees of the Lutheran 
Home for the Aged, and chairman of 
the Lake Erie Pastoral Conference. Dur- 
ing World War I he was camp pasto1 
at Augusta, Ga.; Boston, Mass; Newport. 
R.I.; and Washington, D.C. 

He is survived by his wife, the former 
Bertha Krueckemeyer, whom he married 
on November 8, 1905 (he died a day after 
their 50th wedding anniversary); and 
three sons: Fred, Victor, and Edwin. 

The undersigned conducted the fu- 
neral services, November 12, in the Lu- 
theran Church of the Covenant and read 
the committal rites at Crown Hill Ceme- 
tery, Twinsburg, Ohio. Rev. William W. 
Walker, Visitor of the Cleveland-Akron 
Circuit, spoke for the English District. 

Cyrit M. Wismar 


August F. Pargee (December 1, 1870, 
Port Washington, Wis., to November 10. 
1955, Orange, Calif.), son of August and 
Caroline Ewert Pargee; graduated Con- 
cordia Seminary, Springfield, Ill, 1900. 

After serving congregations in the 
vicinity of Bemidji, Minn., and Grand 
Forks, N. Dak., 1900—1909, he was pastor 
of St. John’s Church, Sycamore, IIl., 1909 
to 1917, when he retired because of fail- 
ing health. 

His wife, the former Minnie Hilles- 
heim, whom he married in 1902, died in 
1949. He is survived by four sons: Edgar. 
Robert, and Arthur; and Victor, Corona 
Del Mar, Calif.; and two daughters: Mrs. 
Evelyn Fernandez, Santa Ana, Calif., and 
Mrs. Cora Suffern. 

The undersigned conducted the fu- 
neral services November 12 in Immanuel 
Church, Orange, and read the committal 
rites in Melrose Abbey. 

Victor L. BEHNKEN 


Otto J. Rupprecht (October 14, 1888. 
Frankenmuth, Mich., to November 9. 
1955, Frankenmuth, Mich.), son of John 
and Catherine Zehnder Rupprecht; grad- 
uated Concordia College, Milwaukee, 
1908, and Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 
1911. . 

After serving congregations at Center- 
ville, Three Rivers, and Newberg, Mich.. 
1911—18, he was pastor of Trinity 
Church, Reese, Mich., 1918 until his 
retirement in 1946. | 

He is survived by his widow, the 


ried in 1911; three sons: Roland, Otto 
mar, and Emanuel; and two daughters: 
Mrs. Therese Reinhardt and Mrs. Luell 
Rutledge. 

Funeral services were conducted No 
vember 12 in St. Lorenz Church, Fran 


and A. C. Klammer. President Andre 

Zeile spoke for the Michigan District 

Interment was in St. Lorenz Cemetery. 
M. E. Mayer 


Theodore A. Meyer (November 5 
1896, Lena, Ill., to November 11, 1955 
Fort Collins, Colo.), son of Rev. Emil an 
Emma Endres Meyer; graduated Sain 
Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo., 1916, anc 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 1921._ 

He served Immanuel Church, Hax- 
tun, Colo., 1921—24; St.John’s Church 
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Vernon, Colo., from where he founded 
Mount Calvary Church, Wray, Colo., 
192432; and St.John’s Church, Fort 
Collins, Colo., 1932 until his death. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Flora Hiller, whom he married 
in 1925. A son, Edward, died in 1953. 

Rev. Arthur H. Schmid conducted the 
funeral services November 14 in Saint 
John’s Church, and the undersigned read 
the committal rites. O. J. REEB 


Karl F. Frese (February 13, 1889, 
Clifton, Kans., to November 13, 1955, 
Tulsa, Okla.), son of Rev. Ernest and 
Caroline Frese Frese; graduated Saint 
Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo., 1909, and 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 1913. 

Called by the Kansas District Mis- 
sion Board as missionary to southeastern 
Oklahoma, he organized and served Saint 
John’s Church, Shawnee, Okla., 1913—21; 
called by the same board as missionary 
to Tulsa and vicinity, he organized and 
served Grace Church, Tulsa, 1921 until 
his retirement in 1946, when he became 
pastor emeritus of the congregation. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Katherine Schuette, whom he 
married in 1918; a son, Erwin; and 
three daughters: Eleanor, Margaret, and 
Mrs. R. L. Thulin, Wichita Falls, Tex. 

The undersigned conducted the fu- 
neral services November 15 in Grace 
Church, Tulsa, and read the committal 
rites in Rose Hill Cemetery. President 
Alfred E. Behrend spoke for the Okla- 
homa District. CLARENCE W. KNnIpPA 


Hugo H. Fleckenstein (May 27, 1881, 
Accident, Md., to November 13, 1955, 
Bloomington, IIll.), son of Rev. Emil and 
Anna Eiffler Fleckenstein; graduated 
Concordia Seminary, Springfield, Ill., 1909. 

He held pastorates at Vera, IIl., 1909 
to 1913; Shobonier, Ill., 1913—17; Clay 
Center, Kans., 1917—29; and Kensington, 
Kans., 1929—35, when he retired. From 
time to time he served as supply and 
vacancy pastor in Oregon, Washington, 
Idaho, Illinois, and Missouri. 

His wife, the former Anna Dirks, 
whom he married in 1909, died in 1949. 
A son, Ernest, survives. 

The undersigned conducted the fu- 
neral services November 15 in Trinity 
Church, Bloomington, and read the com- 
mittal rites in Park Lawn Cemetery, 
Danvers, Ill. President Alvin A. Mueller 
spoke for the Central Illinois District. 

HERMAN A. ETZOLD 


Announcements 


Ordinations and Installations 


: CANDIDATES 


Ordained and Commissioned: 

Arndt, Gerald, St. Luke, New Richmond, Wis., 
as missionary in New Guinea by Herman 
H. Koppelmann, Nov. 29. 

Trinklein, Michael C., ordained by Alfred W. 
klein; commissioned as missionary in 


Formosa (Taiwan) by Pres. Herman J. 
 Rippe in St. Matthew, New York, N. Y., 
Nov. 13. 
PASTORS 


“Installed: 
Baumann, William A., St.John, Pecatonica, 
Il. by Edwin C. Beversdorf, Nov. 6. 

Paul R., Good Shepherd, Saginaw, 
Mich., by E. H. Voss, Nov. 20. 


Boelter, Fred, St.John, Cecil; Zion, near 
Bonduel, Wis., by J. R. Westphal, Nov. 20. 

Brasch, Frank G., Immanuel, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
by W. A. Gerdes, Dec. 4. 

Breda, William C., Mount Calvary, Cleveland, 
Ohio, by Richard P. Meibohm, Novy. 20. 
Derwig, George C., Mount Calvary, Red Deer; 
Christ, Craig; Immanuel, Alhambra, Alta., 

Can., by John Ohlinger, Nov. 27. 

Fehl, George H., Our Savior, Abilene, Tex., 
by F. R. Zucker, Nov. 27. 

Glock, Richard C., St.Paul, Birnamwood, 
Wis., by Emanuel Malueg, Nov. 27. 

Guebert, Lowell, St. Peter, Claresholm; 
Bethel, Vulcan, Alta., Can., by John Ulmer, 
Nov. 20. 

Harms, Robert W. F., Zion, Pierce, Nebr., by 
A. H. Krueger, Nov. 27. 

Hiller, Harold M., Good Shepherd, Midwest 
City, Okla., by Norman Behrmann, Nov. 20. 

Knoernschild, Erich H., Immanuel, Las Vegas, 
N. Mex., by Elmer H. Nauyok, Nov. 27. 

Koehler, A. T., Trinity, Northfield, Minn., by 
Berthold O. Streufert, Nov. 27. 

Long, C. W., Bethlehem, Crete, Nebr., by 
W. L. Ernstmeyer, Nov. 27. 

Miller, Herbert R., St. Markus, Provo, Utah, 
by Kenneth Heinitz, Nov. 27. 

Morgal, Louis F., Salem, Springdale, Ark., by 
E. A. Krause, Nov. 27. 

Porisch, Paul G., Immanuel, Munson Tp.; 
St. Paul, Taylor (Wheaton), Minn., by R.R. 
Schulz, Dec. 4. 

Raedeke, G. H., St. Peter, North Judson, Ind., 
by Norman F. Berning, Nov. 27. 

Rakow, Arnold, St. Andrew, South Ruislip, 
Middlesex, England, by E. George Pearce, 
Nov. 13. 

Riedel, Paul H., Our Savior, Paramus, N. J., 
by Theo. W. Beiderwieden, Nov. 27. 

Roth, William H., St. John, Hinton, Okla., by 
Robert Biel, Nov. 27. 

Sohn, Edwin C., Calvary, Oroville; Grace, 
Gridley, Calif., by Martin Schabacker, Jr., 
Nov. 27. 

Wuehle, Edwin H., Christ, Waverly, Ill., by 
Arthur F. H. Wiegert, Nov. 27. 

Zeeb, Otto T., Good Shepherd, Mexico City, 


Mexico, by Prof. Fred B. Growcock, 
Nov. 27 
Commissioned: 


Brumme, Carl A., St.John, Rome, N.Y., as 
missionary at large for the Massena, N. Y., 
area, by Paul A. Boriack, Nov. 27. 


TEACHERS 


Behrendt, Howard L., Emmanuel, Hampton, 
Va., by Lorenz W. Blankenbuehler, Oct. 2. 

Huebner, Donald, Bethany, Chicago, Ill., by 
Ralph J. Pomeroy, Sept. 11. 

Matern, Cand. John H., Redeemer, Flushing, 
L. I, N. Y., by Robert F. Lindemann, 
Nov. 20. 

Ryder, Robert, Trinity, Crown Point, Ind., by 
H. J. Meyer, Sept. 11. 


Election Result 


Rev. Robert T. Hoeferkamp, Apto. Postal 
234, Guatemala, C.A., has been called as 
professor of Systematic Theology and English, 
Concordia Colegio-Seminario, Villa Ballester, 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. — J. P. Horn, Secre- 
tary, Board of Control. 


Senior College Calls 


Prof. Lando C. Otto has declined the call 
to be librarian at Concordia Senior College, 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Rev. Edward W. Wessling has declined the 
call to be associate professor of Religion with 
appointment as resident counselor, at Concor- 
dia Senior College, Fort Wayne. —C. E. Av- 
tick, Secretary, Board of Control. 


Notices 


Frederick Nohl of Forest Park, Ill., has ac- 
cepted the appointment to serve as editor of 
school materials for the Board for Parish 
Education. — ArrHuR L. MILLER, Executive 
Secretary. 

Walter W. Goetz is the newly appointed 
Treasurer of the Southern California District, 
replacing Clarence W. Dreher. All communi- 
cations relative to this office should hence- 
forth be sent to Mr. W. W. Goetz, 1316 King 
St., Santa Ana, Calif. — Vicror L. BEHNKEN, 
President, Southern California District. 


Wanted 


Women, ages 30 to 50, who have had ex- 
perience with children, to work as ward 
mothers, caring for mentally retarded chil- 
dren. BETHESDA LUTHERAN HOME, Box 296, 
Watertown, Wis. 
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Lectern, pulpit, altar, baptismal font, altar 
furnishings, and 20 pews for mission chapel 
at Beaver Falls, Pa.; Rev. Herbert Poellot, 
pastor in charge, and M. L. Yonker, vicar. 
Write: Mrs. M. L. YonKeErR, 1527 Third Ave., 
Beaver Falls, Pa. 


Pastors; Changes of Address 


Bartholomew, Bruce, 5849 Fourth Ave., S., 
St. Petersburg 7, Fla. 

Behrmann, Fred W., Jr., 600 N.E. Third, 
Gresham, Oreg. 

Benning, Carl E., R. 3, Altamont, Tl. 

Birnbaum, Chaplain Leon, 1930 Sand Road, 
Vernon, Tex. 

Bredehoft, John, 4305 Sumner, 

College View Sta., Lincoln 6, Nebr. 
Borgmeyer, Edward L., Humphrey, Nebr. 
Busch, Ralph, 8130 Laurel Canyon Blvd., 

North Hollywood, Calif. 

Charles, Lester L., 4247 Enright Ave., 

St. Louis 8, Mo. 

Droutz, Harry H., R. 2, Accident, Md. 

Fergin, Arthur F., 408 N. Argonne Rd., 
Spokane 62, Wash. 

Geisler, John H., 1200 E. Rose St., 

Orange, Calif. 

Huchthausen, Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Walther A., 
Chap. Sec. Hq. Southern Area Command, 
APO 407, New York, N. Y. 

Kautz, Chaplain (Maj.) William K., Hqs. 7th 
Inf. Div., APO 7, San Francisco, Calif. 

Kjergaard, Carlton, Perris, Calif. 

Kniffel, William D., 755 N. Wilson Ave., 
Crestview, Fla. 

Leising, Emil P., Gardnerville, Nev. 

Mennicke, August, 316 Third St., N. W., 
Aitkin, Minn. 

Mueller, Kenneth, R. 2, Edgerton, Ohio 

Nau, John H., R. 2, Antigo, Wis. 

Pabor, Louis L., 20 N. Benton, 

Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

Pennekamp, Chaplain V. F., 619th AC and 
W Sq., APO 34, New York, N. Y. 

Radtke, Arthur W., 4144 Wenonah Lane, 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Reiss, Chaplain William J., 5000th SU Hq. 
5th Army, Chicago 15, Ill. 

Rubel, Warren G., 129 Boles, 

Fayetteville, Ark. 

Ruhlig, Edward M., 749 Pine, Holland, Mich. 

Sauls, Ottis L., 4607 Glissman Rd., 

Austin 2, Tex. 

Schalow, Frederick M., Story City, Iowa 

Schliesser, Chaplain Luther G. H., 
Chaplain’s Section, Hq. AFFE 8th Army, 
APO 301, San Francisco, Calif. 

Schmidt, Martin J., Armour, S. Dak. 

Stacy, Laurence M., 3821 Forest Ave., 

Des Moines, Iowa 
Strege, Paul H., 4067 Tholozan, 

St. Louis 16, Mo. 

Tietjen, M. Henry, em., 9570 La Rosa Dr., 
Temple City, Calif. 

Westendorf, John C., Box 2442, 

Juneau, Alaska 
Wickham, Louis W., 1402 Drake Ave., 

Austin 4, Tex. 

Zeile, Erhard A., 5325 Southfield Road, 
Allen Park, Mich. 


Teachers: 


Diesing, Frederick C., 1976 Fairmount Ave., 
St. Paul 5, Minn. 

Fastenau, Leo, Farrar, Mo. 

Gross, Robert, 1427 San Pablo, 
Fresno, Calif. 

Hingst, Donald G., 80 Forest Grove Dr., 
Apt. 11, Daly City, Calif. 

Keuer, Edward J., 1303 Northridge, 
Austin, Tex. 

Krueger, Harold, 1535 St. Clair Ave., 
Sheboygan, Wis. 

Launer, George O., 505 E. 15th, 
Houston 8, Tex. 

Schatz, Dearle C., 331 S. 56th, 
Lincoln, Nebr. 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce- 
ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
tion in the LurHERAN Witness, books 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the Editorial Of- 


fice, 801 De Mun Ave., St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
of address of pastors and _ teachers 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- 
way, St.Louis 2, Mo. 


vi, 


Do you know exactly where all the Lutheron churches 
are located im your city? Time of their Sunday services? 
Telephone numbers of the pastors? 


All this valuable information is at your fingertips in the 1956 


LUTHERAN ANNUAL 


- Also in the 56 Annual! 
Over forty interesting, in- 
spiring articles, collected 

by the Rev. Max Studt- 
mann, Some of the titles 

are: 


¢ Help Yourself by 
_ Helping Others 


_ @ He Gives a 
_ Thousandfold 


3 ¢ Lukewarm 
® Forgiven 
© if | Were Only Rich 


® Who Will Go and 
* Work Today? 


_@ An Unanswerable 
_ Question 


ORDER THROUGH YOUR PASTOR, TEACHER, OR DEALER, OR USE THE HANDY FORM TO ORDER DIRECTLY. 


TUTHERAN 
ANNUAT 1996 


oy 


plus these popular features: list of daily Bible 


readings; 1956 church calendar; almanac 


information; location of staffs of charitable in- 
stitutions, hospice homes, hospitals, and many 
similar agencies; statistics of the Synodical 
Conference and other Lutheran church bodies; 
pages advertising quality church equipment 


and supplies; postal rules and regulations. 


Order yourcopy CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE ee 


of this all-new Saint Louis 18, Missouri 

Lutheran Service Please send me oe 
Directory now— —_______ The 1956 LUTHERAN ANNUAL, No. 51-1017,.. 
you'll use it at $ .50 shes 
from January me l enclose $ 

through Name 

December Address 

of 1956. City Zone State 


